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Bill Douglas was born in London,
Ontario, Canada on November 7, 1944. His
parents both came from musical backgrounds,
and he began studying the piano at age four.
At the age of 13, Douglas began studying the
bassoon and became interested in classical
music and jazz. He earned a BA in music
education from the University of Toronto in
1966 and master's degrees in bassoon and
composition from Yale University in 1968
and 1969, respectively. Following graduation
from Yale, he received a Canada Council
award to study composition in London,
England for a year. Douglas taught at the
California Institute of the Arts in Valencia,
California from 1970-77, then relocated to
Colorado to teach at the Naropa Institute.
Douglas' music features elements of African,
Indian, and Brazilian music, as well as
influences from Webern, Carter, and
Stravinsky. Musicians such as J.S. Bach, Bill
Evans, Josquin Desprez, William Byrd,
Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Ralph Vaughn
Williams, and Ali Akbar Khan also influence
his writing style.

Partita for Bassoon and Piano was
finished in February 2005 as a result of a
commission by twenty-nine bassoonists from
the US, Canada, and Austria. The five
movements of the work alternate between
dance and lyrical movements, similar to a
Bach partita. The first movement, Bebop
Cantando, was influenced by jazz, although
the composer instructs the bassoonist to not
swing and to "play expansively, as though
you were playing Mozart." Mirage is smoky
and expressive, emphasizing the minor/major
seventh chord. The third movement, titled

Raga Todi Blues, uses an Indian in






